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This was a year of succession for Atlanta Audubon Society (AAS).  Catherine Kuchar, 

our first Executive Director, and Emily Toriani-Moura, our first Education Coordinator, 

left AAS during the year to pursue the next adventures in their lives.  We are very 

grateful to both Catharine and Emily for their contributions to our organization.  In 

August, Nikki Belmonte joined us as Education Coordinator, stepping right in with 

exemplary work since the day of her arrival.  And we launched an intensive search for a 

new Executive Director. By the end of the year we had narrowed down the field, setting 

the stage to head into a new chapter of organizational activity under new leadership.  

Throughout 2010, we offered terrific opportunities for learning about and enjoying birds.  

We were awarded two important grants in 2010, expanding our ability to undertake 

conservation and education programs.  We partnered with environmental non-profits such 

as Trees Atlanta, the Georgia Ornithological Society and the Georgia Native Plant 

Society; and expanded our relationship with the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources to make a difference through enhanced education and conservation.   

Atlanta Audubon Society is the region’s primary conservation and education 

organization dedicated to birds.  We are committed to our core mission to protect 

Georgia’s birds and the habitats that sustain them through education, conservation and 

advocacy.  We are delighted to report the following highlights of our accomplishments. 

As always, we are proud of our achievements and are gratified in knowing everything we 

did was possible because of our supporters, volunteers, and many Friends of Atlanta 

Audubon Society.  Thank you for another great year! 

 

 

Dicksissel by Dan Vickers
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2010 Highlights of Accomplishments 

 

Conservation Initiatives:  Creating, Promoting and Preserving Bird 

Friendly Habitats 

• Atlanta Audubon Society (AAS) was awarded a TogetherGreen (a partnership 

between National Audubon and Toyota) Innovation Grant of $34,000 for 2010-2011.  

This grant supports the updating of AAS’s Learning About Birds (LAB) materials in 

English and Spanish at the elementary school level. The activities and ideas in LAB 

provoke scientific inquiry, constructive thinking and curiosity about nature.  In 2010, we 

began the development of the bi-lingual student curricula and teacher guides to meet 

Georgia’s science curriculum standards through a partnership with Atlanta’s Latin 

American Association (LAA).   The LAA partnership will allow AAS to reach Latino 

students and communities in the Atlanta area.  The grant will result in seven different 

full-color student activity pamphlets in English and Spanish along with companion 

educator guides.  
 

• The Georgia Important Bird Areas (IBA) program 

continued to grow in 2010.  One-third of the total AAS volunteer 

hours supported Georgia’s IBA program.  Work continued on a 

project to protect grassland breeding birds, supported by the 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  Special banding days 

were held, along with native grass seed collections.  The Georgia 

IBA received a grant from the Georgia Ornithological Society 

(GOS) to support work at several locations, including the 

Altamaha Waterfowl Management Area in MacIntosh County 

and Joe Kurz Wildlife Management Area in Meriwether County.  

At the Altamaha WMA two structures were replaced for vital 

water level management.  These new structures will ensure proper habitat for ducks, 

shorebirds and other animals at different times of the year. The grant also supported trail 

restoration around three impoundments used by hunters, anglers, and bird watchers.  
 

• Atlanta Audubon Society’s Wildlife Sanctuary Certification Program 

continued its amazing work in the community, encouraging the creation and preservation 

of bird-friendly habitat.  Community members work with our organization to certify their 

properties as special places for wildlife.  Unlike other organizations, Atlanta Audubon 

provides trained representatives to meet and work with the property owners through the 

certification process.  In 2010, we are proud to have certified 48 properties throughout the 

metro-Atlanta area.  

 

• Our Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary Tour showcased four sanctuaries in the 

Buckhead/Sandy Springs areas as well as our offices at the Blue Heron Nature Preserve 
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on Roswell Road. Over 300 people toured the gardens and we raised over $4,200 for our 

conservation efforts.  New for 2010, authors Charles Seabrook and John Yow were 

available for book signings and the Georgia Native Plant Society sold plants.   Our hope 

is the tours will inspire individuals to make their properties bird-friendly to create 

corridors of greenspace for birds in our over-developed region.  

 

• With support from the Georgia Ornithological Society 

we produced our Getting to Know Georgiaôs Grassland Birds 

publication, an 8-page introduction to grassland habitat, the 

birds you’re likely to find there, and the importance of 

conserving grasslands in Georgia.  We also partnered with 

Trees Atlanta to restore critical habitat for birds and other 

wildlife along a 6-mile stretch of the Atlanta BeltLine in 

Fulton and DeKalb counties and created educational materials 

related to the birds likely to live in the area.  

 

• We participated in over 30 fairs and festivals throughout the state reaching 

almost 9,000 people in our community.  

 

• We made multiple 10 presentations to various groups such as garden clubs where 

we had the opportunity to meet over two hundred individuals, teaching them about birds, 

the importance of conservation and protecting the environment.  

 

• In December, we held our annual holiday gathering and silent auction. The 

event celebrates Atlanta Audubon’s volunteers and leaders and raises funds to further our 

efforts. This year, the event was hosted by a new Atlanta Audubon Society partner, 

Hastings Nature and Garden Center, in Brookhaven, and we raised over $2,000.  

 

• We provided volunteers for the Marietta Christmas Bird Count (CBC) in Cobb 

and Cherokee counties, Callaway Gardens CBC in Harris County, Peachtree City CBC in 

Fayette, Fulton and Coweta counties, Amicalola CBC in Dawson and Gilmer counties, 

and the Okefenokee CBC in Ware and Charlton counties.  
 

Educational Opportunities and Community Outreach Initiatives:  

 
• We conducted 110+ field trips throughout the region for over 1,550 community 

members. These trips continue to provide important educational and recreational 

opportunities for our members and other visitors to learn about birds and increase birding 

skills.  Forty-eight individuals donated their time to be field trip leaders for these walks. 

 

• Our educational efforts include providing birding workshops for our community. 

It is critical to give individuals the opportunity to expand their knowledge base and 

develop their birding skills.   Atlanta Audubon offered multiple day and weekend courses 
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on sparrows, warblers, shorebirds, and bird songs, as well as a trip to Merritt Island; and 

over 100 individuals took advantage of these workshops.   

 

• Atlanta Audubon Society’s Master Birder 

program is one of our most important initiatives. In 

2010, 12 students participated in 25 hours of class-

room work along with six field trips.  The program 

has over 170 graduates, all of whom pledge a 

minimum of 30 volunteer hours a year with AAS.  

 

 

• Our Speaker Series program included nine events held throughout the year with 

participants from across the metro-Atlanta area.   Our guest speakers covered  various 

topics  from Lichens to Birds of Bhutan to a Photo-essay exploration of Life in the Dark. 

 

• The 2010 Annual Photography Contest was another success with 42 

participants entering over 425 entries. The contest is an excellent outreach vehicle for 

Atlanta Audubon Society, as we receive entries from across the country.  

 

• We produced ten editions of Atlanta Audubon Society’s member newsletter, 

Wingbars. This educational and informational publication serves as the primary outreach 

vehicle for the organization.    

 

• Atlanta Audubon Society takes great pride in its scholarship program. In 2010, 

we provided funds from the Barnsley scholarship for children from the Boys and Girls 

Club to attend a nature camp at the Dunwoody Nature Center.  Additionally we awarded 

the Echols scholarship for a college student from Wrightsville, GA to attend the Audubon 

Hog Island Audubon Center Camp in Maine.  

 

• We are proud to be a member organization of EarthShare of Georgia. Atlanta 

Audubon Society participated in EarthShare’s Earth Day events, made presentations to 

companies at various campaign events, participated in member group meetings, and 

promoted the work of EarthShare.  

 

• In the spring, we supported the 

Georgia Department of Natural Resource’s 

Georgia Youth Birding Competition. We 

promoted the event, provided prizes and 

ribbons to participants, and supported with 

volunteers, who helped make the “big day” 

happen at the Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center.  

The event is important in getting young people 

interested and excited about birding since they 
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will be our future researchers, scientists and teachers.  

 

• We took the first steps toward cementing a new partnership that will showcase the 

importance of supporting habitat conservation in Central and South America – winter 

habitat for many of the migratory birds we include in Georgia’s bird counts.  Our 

partnership with Café Campesino, roaster and marketer of shade grown coffee 

headquartered in Americus, Georgia, provides an opportunity to educate coffee drinkers 

in the region about the importance of supporting coffee producers who do NOT destroy 

habitat.  The company also will donate a portion of proceeds from sales through AAS to 

our efforts.  

 

• Catharine Kuchar completed her 

TogetherGreen fellowship on engaging 

young people in nature through art.  The 

project developed curriculum and created a 

nature journal for young people called 

“My Bird Journal” to encourage writing and 

artistic expression of their experiences in 

nature. The journaling course was launched 

at the Youth Birding Competition. 

 

 

Building Community Through Volunteering  
 

Volunteers are the heart of Atlanta Audubon Society. They are what sustain our 

organization, and we are extremely grateful to each and every volunteer for their time and    

commitment. Our volunteer program continues to grow – 272 volunteers donated 7,020 

hours of service, a 21% increase from 2009.  The jobs of our volunteers include 

everything from producing and distributing Wingbars each month, to conducting 

educational programs, setting up display tables at festivals, managing our special events, 

assistance with bird banding and much more.    
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Summary of Financials  

In everything we do, fiscal responsibility is a top priority. Atlanta Audubon Society is a 

nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c) (3) organization funded almost exclusively by the 

contributions of our members.  We believe in maintaining integrity and transparency in 

our financial practices and being wise and good stewards of the contributions and support 

that we receive. We strive to use our funds in the most cost-effective and efficient manner 

possible, a commitment illustrated by the fact that 86 percent of our operating expenses 

went directly to our public outreach and education efforts. We expended one percent on 

fundraising efforts to drive our operations and 13 percent on management and general 

operations for such items as rent, insurance, and electricity.  As you can see in 2010, 

expenses did exceed revenue.  The additional expenses were used in support of the IBA 

program. 

 

2010 Revenue 

Total = $202,593      

Contributions/Memberships/Grants = $158,310 

Investment Income = $20,508    

Program Income= $21,542 

Merchandise Sales =$2,233 

(2009 total: $202,764; 2008 total: $162,373; 2007 total $139,814)    

2010 Revenue

78%

10%

11%

1%

Contributions/Memberships/Grants 

Investment Income 

Program Income

Merchandise Sales 
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2010 Expenses 

Total = $213,737 

Conservation/Education/Outreach =  $184,491 

Member Dev./Fundraising = 2,442 

Management/Gen. Expenses = 26,804 

 (2009 total: $199,709 ; 2008 total: $121,513; 

2007 total: $102,152 )  

 

2010 Expenses

86%

1%

13%

Conservation/Education/Outreach 

Member Dev./Fundraising 

Management/Gen. Expenses 

 


