
30 November 2004  Site Name ______________________________ 
 

 1

 
Georgia IBA Nomination Form 

 
The Important Bird Area (IBA) program is an interna tional effort to identify, conserve, and monitor a 
network of sites that provide essential habitat for  bird populations.  Birdlife International began th e IBA 
program in Europe in 1985.  Since that time, Birdli fe partners in more than 100 countries have joined 
together to build the global IBA network.  Audubon,  the BirdLife Partner in the U.S., has been working  
since 1995 to identify and conserve hundreds of IBA s all across the United States. For more informatio n, 
visit http://www.audubon.org/bird/iba/index.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your interest and participation in the Important Bird Areas Program.  Please complete as many 
sections of this form as possible.  Detailed instructions for fields requiring clarification may be found in the 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF IBA NOMINATION FORM.  It is important that the data and information 
about the sites are recorded in a standard format, so that the ornithological significance of the proposed IBAs may 
be accurately and efficiently evaluated. 
 
 

I. Site Details 

Site Name: 
 

 
IBA Zip Code:  County/ Counties :  

State:     
 
Central Coordinates: 
 In Deg/Min/Sec 

Latitude:  °°°°  ¢  ¢¢ N/S Longitude:  °°°°  ¢  ¢¢ E/W 
 
OR Decimal Degrees   

Latitude:  +/- Longitude:  +/- 
 
 
Area  (hectares = acres x 0.4047): 

Area in hectares:  Area Accuracy: 
 

(Choose:good, medium, poor, unknown) 
         
Elevation (meters = feet x 0.3048) 
Minimum (m):  Maximum (m):  Average (m):  

 
 
BCRs:  
   See list and map in Instruction II. 
 
 

    

Please attach supporting documentation (maps, photos, field notes, checklists, etc.) 
and return to the Georgia IBA Coordinator:  Mary Elfner, 32 Flinn Dr., Savannah, GA  31406, 
gaiba@comcast.net 
   
Thank you for your time and interest! 
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I. Site Details (Continued) 

 
Site Description.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominator 

1. Name:  Date:  
 

Organization/ Affiliation:  
 

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip:  
 

Phone:  Email  
 
 

2. Name:  Date:  
 

Organization/ Affiliation:  
 

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip:  
 

Phone:  Email  
 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION  
(TO BE COMPLETED BY STATE IBA COORDINATOR): 

 
Management 

Plan: 
 Agreed Boundary:  Digitized 

Boundary: 
 

   (Yes/No)    (Yes/No)     (Yes/No) 
 
Identify the references for the above and attach to the nomination package. 
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IIA. Species Data & Criteria 
 
Ornithological Significance:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each record below should represent a count of a species population at a site for a particular season in a given year.  See Instruction IIIA for more details 
and descriptions of codes. 

 

Continued on Next Page 

1
Occurrence Status:  Native = N, Introduced = I, Native/ Re-introduced = N/R, Vagrant = V, Extirpated/ Probable = E/P, Extirpated/ Yes = E/Y 

2 Season Status : Breeding = B, Non-breeding  (during breeding season) = N/B, Non-breeding = N, Wintering = W, Fall Passage= FP, Spring Passage = SP, Resident = R, Unknown = Un 
3 Observations : Enter either Density in square kilometers or Number Observed.  The Number Observed may be the maximum number observed at one given time, such as a daily high, or a 

total count for the entire season. 
4 Observation Type : Seasonal Total = S, Daily High/ One-time count = D 
5 Units:  Adults only = A, Breeding Pairs = B, Females Only = F, Individuals = I, Males only = M, Immature Individuals – IM, Nests = N, Unknown = Un 
6 Data quality : Good = G, Medium = M, Poor = P, Unknown = Un  
7 Order of Magnitude : Estimates of individuals: <50; 50-249; 250-999; 1000-2499; 2500-9999; >10,000; 10,000 -19,999; 20,000-49,999; 50,000-99,999; 100,000-499,999; 500,000-999,999; 

1,000,000-2,499,999; 2,500,000-4,999,999; 5,000,000-9,999,999; >10,000,0000 
8 Relative abundance : Abundant = A, Common = C, Frequent = F, Present = P, Uncommon = U, Rare = R, Unknown = Un 
9 Derivation : Observation = O; Inferred = I, Estimated Indirectly = EI, Estimated Directly = ED, Suspected = S 
10 Source: Enter the number of the source in this box, and list corresponding details of the sources in Source Details (IIB) section.  Sources may include published reports, surveys, personal 

observations, or field notes. 
 

11 Species Criteria: Enter all criteria met by the individual species record.  D1, D3, D4i, D4ii, D4iii, D4iv, D4v, D4vi, D4vii, D5 
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IIA. Species Data & Criteria 
 

1Occurrence Status:  Native = N, Introduced = I, Native/ Re-introduced = N/R, Vagrant = V, Extirpated/ Probable = E/P, Extirpated/ Yes = E/Y 

2 Season Status : Breeding = B, Non-breeding  (during breeding season) = N/B, Non-breeding = N, Wintering = W, Fall Passage= FP, Spring Passage = SP, Resident = R, Unknown = Un 
3 Observations : Enter either Density in square kilometers or Number Observed.  The Number Observed may be the maximum number observed at one given time, such as a daily high, or a 

total count for the entire season. 
4 Observation Type : Seasonal Total = S, Daily High/ One-time count = D 
5 Units:  Adults only = A, Breeding Pairs = B, Females Only = F, Individuals = I, Males only = M, Immature Individuals – IM, Nests = N, Unknown = Un 
6 Data quality : Good = G, Medium = M, Poor = P, Unknown = Un  
7 Order of Magnitude : Estimates of individuals: <50; 50-249; 250-999; 1000-2499; 2500-9999; >10,000; 10,000 -19,999; 20,000-49,999; 50,000-99,999; 100,000-499,999; 500,000-999,999; 

1,000,000-2,499,999; 2,500,000-4,999,999; 5,000,000-9,999,999; >10,000,0000 
8 Relative abundance : Abundant = A, Common = C, Frequent = F, Present = P, Uncommon = U, Rare = R, Unknown = Un 
9 Derivation : Observation = O; Inferred = I, Estimated Indirectly = EI, Estimated Directly = ED, Suspected = S 
10 Source: Enter the number of the source in this box, and list corresponding details of the sources in Source Details (IIB) section.  Sources may include published reports, surveys, personal 

observations, or field notes.  
11 Species Criteria: Enter all criteria met by the individual species data record.  D1, D3, D4i, D4ii, D4iii, D4iv, D4v, D4vi, D4vii, D5  
 
If additional data sheets are needed, this form may  be copied and attached to this nomination. 
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IIB. Source Details 
Detail the sources of data noted in the “Species Da ta & Criteria” (IIA) section above.  If additional space is 
needed, you may attach copies of the form to the no mination. 
 
1.   
  
  
 
2.   
  
  
 
3.   
  
  
 
4.   
  
  
 
5.   
  
  
 
6.   
  
  
 
7.   
  
  
 
8.   
  
  
 
9.   
  
  
 
10.   
  
  
 
11.   
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III. IBA Criteria 
 
Proposed State Level Criteria – Mark all that apply 
See Instruction III for explanations of criteria. 
 

Code State Definition  Mark 
criteria 

that 
apply 

D1 - Threatened species    
D3 - Species in rare/ unique habitat   
D4 – Significant congregations:     

D4i - >1% State population   
D4ii - Waterfowl   
D4iii - Wading birds   
D4iv - Seabirds/ Colonial waterbirds   
D4v - Shorebirds   
D4vi - Raptors/ season   
D4vii - Outstanding landbird stopover   

D5 - Research site   
  
 

IV. Ownership 
 
Ownership Description:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Define land ownership below at the most detailed level possible.  See Instruction IV for complete list ownership 
categories at the two levels. 
 

 General Ownership  
(Enter: Federal, State, County, Township, 
Non-profit, For Profit, Individual, Communal, 
International Water) 

Specific Owne rship  
See Instruction IV for list of Specific 
Ownership categories within each of the 
general categories 

Percent 
(Percent of total site area under 

this Ownership) 

1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
6.    
7.    
8.    
9.    
10.    
11.    
12.    
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V. Habitat 

 
Habitat Description:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Define habitat composition of the site below at the most detailed level possible.  See Instruction V for complete 
list of Habitat categories at the three levels. 
 

 
General Habitat 

See Instruction V for list of 
General Habitat categories. 

Specific Habitat 1  
See Instruction V for list of 
Specific Habitat 1categories 
within each of the General  
Habitat categories. 

Specific Habitat 2  
See Instruction V for list of 
Specific Habitat 2 categories 
within each of the Specific 
Habitat 1 categories. 

Percent 
(Percent of total site area 

characterized by this 
habitat.) 

1.     
2.     
3.     
4.     
5.     
6.     
7.     
8.     
9.     
10.     
 

VI. Land Use 
 
Land Use Description:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Define Land Use below at the most detailed level possible.  See Instruction VI for complete list of Land Use 
categories at the two levels. 
 

 General Land Use 
See Instruction VI for list of General Land 
Use categories. 

Specific Land Use  
See Instruction VI for list of Specific Land 
Use categories within each of the General 
categories. 

Percent  
(Percent of total land usage 
at the site characterized by 

this land use). 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
6.    
7.    
8.    
9.    
10.    
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FOR STATE IBA COORDI NATOR USE 
 
Tracking Site Status : 

Potential  Nominated  Identified  Recognized  Delisted  Pending  Rejected  

 
Date Reviewed by Committee : 
 
Comments :   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VII. Threats 

 
Define Threats below at the most detailed level possible.  See Instruction VII for complete list of Threat 
categories at the two levels. 
 
Threats Description:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 General Threat  
See Instruction VII for list of General Land 
Use categories. 

Specific Threat  
See Instruction VII for list of Specific Land Use 
categories within each of the General categories. 

Threat Level 
(1-10) 

1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
6.    
7.    
8.    
9.    
10.    
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TIPS FOR COMPLETING THE NOMINATION FORM 
 
 

PLEASE READ AND MAKE SURE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THE GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA.  Submit one 
form for each site that you nominate. 
 
OBTAIN A MAP OF THE AREA WHERE YOUR SITE IS LOCATED.  Send the origi nal map indicating 
your site (including approximate boundaries) along with the rest of the nomination materials.   Keep at 
least one copy of the map for yourself.  A USGA Topographic Map (7.5’ series; 1:24,000 scale) is 
preferable.  These can be ordered by calling 1-800-USA-MAPS or on-line at www.usgs.gov. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
Site name: Write the most common name by which the site is known.  For larger sites, use the name of the 
largest single unit within the area, or most easily recognized name, such as a state forest, lake, or other 
geographic feature. 
Approx. size (in acres): For many public sites (parks, refuges), this information is available from the land 
manager. 
Town(s)/County: Write the name of the closest town or the county in which the site is located. 
Latitude/Longtitude :  Use the center of the site for degrees and minutes North and West; these will be on 
the topographic map. 
Approximate elevation: Write the average or range (highest and lowest) of the site’s elevation as given on the topographic 
map. 
General description of the site: Use additional sheets to provide as much detail as you see fit 
Criteria : VERY IMPORTANT. Check the box or boxes for the criteria, as given on the list, that you think 
that the site exhibits and at the right, tell why you think this site is important for birds (not as a site for 
birding!) and what species are of importance there. 
Examples: This site has the largest colony of great blue herons in the state.  This is an exceptional 
migratory corridor or feeding spot for warblers with 20 warbler species being seen every year for two 
months during Spring migration. 
 
ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE (VERY IMPORTANT) 
Species (or group) name: Write the full name of each species (e.g., Yellow-throated vireo) or group (e.g., 
herons) for which this site is important.  The species or groups listed should correspond to the criteria 
checked.  For example, if you picked the site under Category 1 (protected species) for Wood Stork, list 
Wood Stork in the table.  List all species under a group that come under the criteria categories. 
Season: Indicate the season(s) of the year during which the site is important for the particular species, and 
if more than one season, which season you are basing your importance data (e.g., breeding or migratory); if 
necessary, attach further sheets. 
Average numbers/season: Write in the best available estimate for the average number of individuals (or 
pairs) of  bird species using the site during the season for which it is important.  For example, for a warbler 
species meeting Criteria 2, write ## individuals/season; for a shorebird species meeting Criteria 4c, write 
##/day. 
 
Maximum numbers/season: Write in the best available estimate for the most number of individuals (or 
pairs) using the site during the important season. 
Which years: Provide the years over which your numerical estimates were based (e.g. 1992-1997). 
Sources: Write in the code number that best indicates where your data for this species comes from.  If they 
can be documented, please provide the reference. 
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HABITAT AND LAND USE, CONSERVATION 
Describe primary conservation issues: Write in narrative form, a description of the most significant 
conservation problems facing populations or the habitat at the site.  Provide as much detailed information 
as possible.  This information will be essential to help guide future conservation efforts and priority for the 
site.  Include a description of any conservation measures known for the site and whether the site is already 
protected as a park, sanctuary, refuge, or other type of conservation area, or by a designation of some kind 
(such as a site in the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network).  Also include here information on 
any conservation or management plans that exist for the site or that are currently being developed, as well 
as any noteworthy suggestions that have been make for protecting the site. 
 
 


