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Representing over 2 million acres of bird habitat 

Important Bird Areas in Georgia How does the Georgia IBA Program help to conserve b irds? 

Since 2000, when the Georgia IBA      
program began, many volunteers,      
partners, and staff have helped to     
identify and designate 49 sites (as of 
2007) that represent over 2 million acres 
of prime bird habitat in the largest state 
east of the Mississippi (see map on     
reverse). 
 
Georgia IBA works to conserve birds 
and their habitats by pulling together     
knowledgeable birders, avian scientists, 
representatives from state and federal 
agencies, and conservation organiza-
tions.  Sites are identified, nominated 
and designated by a technical commit-
tee composed of the above interests. 
 
Today, we are helping birds and their 
habitats by: 
· Raising awareness of the sites and 

how they contribute to the preservation 
of significant bird populations in    
Georgia; 

· Providing scientific expertise and   
guidance for management techniques 
such as restoration of land, control of 
invasive species, cooperative funding 
opportunities, and land acquisition; 
and  

· Increasing outreach through             
presentations to Audubon chapters, 
land trusts, individuals and                
conservation groups. 

 
On the ground conservation is an         
important component of the Georgia IBA 
program.  For example: 
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On St. Catherine’s Island on the Georgia coast,   
controlled burns are being used to create habitat 
for the Bachman’s Sparrow;  at the Georgia         
Botanical Gardens located in the Georgia          
piedmont, privet eradication is being conducted to 
improve native cane habitat for Swainson’s       
Warblers; and on the Chattahoochee National    
Forest, site managers are improving habitat for the 
Cerulean Warbler by thinning in mature hardwood 
stands to simulate natural canopy gaps and leave 
the largest trees in place. 
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Ogeechee Oconee 
Rivers Albany 



Georgia Important Bird Areas 

You can find all Important Bird Area sites at www.a udubon.org/bird/iba 

�
How you can help! 

 
· Get to know the IBAs in your area by going bird-

ing at them 
 
· Advocate for protection of an IBA near your 

home and support IBA stewardship efforts 
whenever possible 

 
· Become a member of your local Audubon chap-

ter, and a volunteer for the Georgia IBA Pro-
gram 

 
· Record your IBA bird species and numbers on 

eBird at www.ebird.org 
 
· Make a direct donation to the IBA Program  

(contact below) 

IBAs vary in size from a few to many thousands 
of acres.  They may coincide with the boundaries 
of existing refuges, such as the Okefenokee 
Swamp, or be located on unprotected land.  The 
IBA designation carries no legal standing.  They 
are, in the opinion of experts and supported by 
data, places of high importance to birds. 

Birds in Georgia are increas-
ingly threatened by: 
1. Habitat loss and fragmenta-

tion 
2. Competition with invasive    

species 
3. Overall disruption of eco-

logical processes 

gaiba@comcast.net 
www.audubon.org/bird/iba 

Photo by Dan Vickers 


