International Migratory Bird Day Is a Call to Action

International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) was founded to increase public appreciation
and awareness of migratory birds and their conservation throughout the western hemisphe
The outreach event was originally created and designated in 1993 by visionaries of the
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center and the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. For a number of
years, the program was under the direction of the National Fish dlif&/iFoundation and the
U.S. Fish & WildlifeOs Division of Migratory Bird Management.

IMBD is now the premier education project of Environment for the Americas and
continues to focus attention on the marvelous journey birds undertake each year, lpecifica
highlighting the migration of nearly 350 species of migratory birds between nesting habitats in
North America and nebreeding grounds in South and Central America, Mexico, and the
Caribbean. However, the day serves as an opportunity to celebtatdsalhose annual
movements enliven our lands, waters, and skies via bird festivals, bird walks and education
programs held throughout the regions they visit or inhabit.

In the fifteen years IMBD has existed, many research programs and management
strateges have been developed to further bird conservation, in addition to promotion outreach
and public education. Each year, thousands of people observe the day by gathering in town
squares, community centers, schools, parks, and refuges across the Westsphéie to learn
more about wild birds, take action to conserve birds and their habitats, and simply have fun.
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Birds Migrate for Food and Reproductive Advantage, Not Warmer Climates

Migratory birds travel astonishing distances each year to wepfreeir food reserves and
chances for successful reproduction rather than to escape cold temperatures, as is commonly
thought. These small pilots navigate instinctively, using visual and aural landmarks, the sun and
stars, and the earthOs magnetic figldsay on course. Their lomtistance routes and schedules
are nothing short of phenomenal. While the Sooty Shearwater flies a staggering 39,000 miles
with layovers along the way, the Blackpoll Warbler endures the longest nonstop flight for a

songbird flying eighty-six straight hours from the northeastern United States to Venezuela.

Migratory Birds Among Most Beautiful, Observable, and Remarkable Wildlife

Iconic symbols of spring and autumn, migratory birds faithfully usher in the change of
seasonsach year. They delight our senses and pique our wonder of nature, gracing our world
with the accompaniment of melodious song, tantalizing algsglimpses of their natural
behavior, and demonstrations of their amazing aeronautical ability and groufpidaena
Migratory birds are, indeed, majestic creatures that garner our admiration. But even beyond their
beauty and ingenuity, these small wonders perform many critical roles: Their impact on the
natural world and our own history should not be underestich

Birds help shape our culture, provide important economic benefits, and serve as
important indicators for scientists about the state of the environment. They control insect
outbreaks, scavenge diseaseising matter, contribute to the diversityptent life through
pollination and seed dispersal, and create nesting cavities for other species of wildlife. They also
generate jobs and billions in recreational dollars for our economy. Yet, for all their importance,
bird populations are declining.
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Half of Small Landbirds Do Not Survive the Trip

Of the 10 billion birds from 400 species that move south from North America each year,
more than fifty percent of them do not retuRResearch has shown that many migratory bird
species are in die, with increasing hazards along their migration routes and in both their
summer and winter habitats. Habitat loss and degradation due to human expansion are the most
serious threats to the survival of many bird species here and abroad. If measubdesaken
today to protect and enhance their way of life, many of these birds wonOt be around for our
children and grandchildren. Public awareness and concern are crucial components of migratory
bird conservation. Citizens who are enthusiastic abods himformed about inherent threats to
the safety of birds, and empowered to get involved in addressing those threats can make a

tremendous contribution to maintaining healthy bird populations.
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